Julianne Observation 4/11/11 

Notes 

Bell rings; no warm up activity; J begins by asking for definition essays to be submitted, reminds them of late policy, and asks students to get a computer and go to a website; Agenda on board

1:29: Students easily get on their computers, J walking around talking with students about emails, getting on the computer, Edublog, etc. 

1:31: “While you’re waiting to get on, I’m going to pass out books…”

1:34: J is walking around helping students get logged on to Edublog; dealing with students who didn’t get her email

1:36: J announces how she will combat students who can’t log on to their blog accounts and then projects blog on LCD 

1:28: Go ahead and get back in your groups; you have 15 minutes to finish your maps 

1:41: J shows them how to get to the dashboard; students asking her where she found the site, etc. J says, “Probably not the best choice…” 

Students talking as J tries to give instructions

Response
Mrs. Robbins needs some new markers; I could hardly see the writing on the board

Seems like everyone is really comfortable getting on what you need them to get on

Maybe have this up at the beginning of class? It always helps to have this up and going as a visual

So from a totally outsider perspective, I want to give you two things to think about: 

1. You all are clearly comfortable with each other. While students are talking, they are also doing what you have asked them to do, trying to get logged on, etc. 

2. This also appears slightly chaotic, like you aren’t organized, ready to go, etc. because students don’t have anything to do once they log on, getting frustrated with not being able to get on. There are ways to set up the class so that they know that it might be slow, you guide them collectively with how to log on, using the LCD, and then address any questions that come up

They can’t be talking while you are trying to give them instructions. You need to have all of these glitches thought through—using Word if the blog doesn’t show up, not yelling out when they get stuck, how to deal with questions, etc. 

1:45: J asks students to respond to the following quote: “If they give you ruled paper, write the other way.” ~ Juan Ramon Jimenez 

Students begin writing comments; J asks them to go back into their daybook because they had talked about this before; J walks around to see how students are doing

1:51: J transitions them to thinking about censorship and to respond with their ideas; lots of students asking questions, J addressing them as quickly as she can

J addresses questions about censorship as she scrolls down a list of banned books

1:57: J ties this quick showing of banned books list to the response and asks students to write it down

“I decided today that I was going to write a book…” J asks him about his book

2:00: J asks students to move on to responding to Part 3; “if you’ve already submitted your response, you can reply to yourself for this part…” 

J reminds them to “copy” their posts before they submit

2:03: Talks about how to save their responses on Word and email it to J

2:06: J announces that while they are finishing, she is going to pass out a packet that gives background info on Ray Bradbury, the author

2:09: J gathering documents from student’s computer using USB

J asks students to put up their computers and begin looking over the packet

I like that you are trying this out. Just be sure you’ve thought through the process of implementing. Take your time, stand in the front, be sure all have your attention, and then give instructions

Good to connect to daybook

Students seem really interested in this, but I do struggle with them calling out and continually talking…might just be me, though. ( 

Be careful about indulging in these side conversations

A simple “Let’s do more writing than talking…” might be good

Do they know how to do this? Might be a good time to walk around rather than sit at the front desk; most students are typing

One thing to note is that students all were on task and on the site you want them to be on; just one was on Photobooth; this is not the case in all classrooms. 

Another student realized they could just copy and paste their response into the email! Good for him!

2:13: Asks everyone to get out the packet; “I’m not going to go over this today. Read this on your own if you want to know more about the author.” Begins discussing dystopia/utopia terms and asks what students know; they begin to give ideas about utopia and historical references

J goes into additional explanations about dystopia, references other terms like bureaucracy, propaganda, etc. “Is the book 1984 dystopia?” 

2:18: “Now the bottom one, the protagonist…” begins setting up reading they are going to do

One student makes connection to Civil Disobedience, J praises this thought

Explains that each of you will be assigned a theme, page on blog dedicated to each theme and that will be the place to post their findings

2:22: J announces that they will read some in class and some on their own; Austin suggests an alternative to reading, but class collectively decides to read as a whole group. Positively disagree with Austin’s suggestion

2:25: J asks if group would like to circle today or not; sets up to read

J tells all to get out their daybook and get the double-entry journal ready

2:28: J asks who wants to read for participation points

2:29: J explains how students can read and respond

2:37: Been reading for about 12 minutes now; students following along

It took almost 10 minutes for students to pack up the computers and begin working on the discussion about these packets. That seems like a lot. 

Fine to not know. What might you have done if I wasn’t here? Look it up online? 

Cool idea! Are they doing this as a group? Or just more than one person has the same theme, but they don’t have to work together? 

Okay, you begin going over this now—each posting about a symbol; this is a little hard to follow, but you are doing well introducing this; do you see what students are doing as you read? Yes, you ask some gigglers if they are “okay”. One student began creating a double-entry in her daybook

Good! Preparing them for the assignments you just described

One thing to work on is transitioning more quickly between parts of class

I haven’t noticed anyone writing down much, maybe one or two students; any thoughts about pausing to talk now and then? You do this just a minute later.

