Julianne Observation 3/9/11 

Notes 

Bell rings; no warm up activity; J begins asking if anyone has any work for her, students begin explaining what they want to turn in, asking questions about what to turn in; J announces that students should write down the day they are going to make up any tests

1:28: Go ahead and get back in your groups; you have 15 minutes to finish your maps 

1:41: J passing out stickies; some students posting their maps up; other students talking while they wait for gallery crawl

1:52: Students still working, but J asks them to start taping up their posters and return to their seats after

2:03: All have posted; J asks one person to get your posters, take it back to your groups, talk about it and what you could have done better

2:07: Students trying to figure out what their comments mean; some ready to explain their work; J circulating around the class to diff groups

2:12: J at the front of the room; “Okay, here is what we are going to do, you ‘teacher’ is going to come up to the front and tell us about your map…”

2:15: First group presenting; a lot of “I” from “teacher”. J “So you would say it shows the direction…” 

Response
Noticed you in the hall today

You are great at talking to students indiv. but I would really like you to work on greeting the class as a whole when the class begins. 

There might be a better way, time, etc. that you could take care of this. One way is to always have something on the board that they can work on as soon as they walk in; that way, they always know to look at that and can work on these things before the bell rings and as the bell rings; Really work on class starting as soon as the bell rings

Smooth transition into map work; what are students doing who are finished with their maps? Good job walking around and monitoring as they get into their groups

Everyone seems to be having fun with this activity; always hard to tell who is contributing and who is not; have you been able to tell? 

These always take longer than anticipated! 

Don’t let movement happen until you have finished giving instruction. “First let me tell you what you are going to do before you move…” 

Good job addressing unknown, but disruptive behavior! Very firm. Good! 

Sometimes you will have to forgo overall student behavior during these moments when you are trying to talk to each group

Do you have a sense of who contributed what to the groups? 

2:16: J reminds them that they are to pay attention; reminds students to hold comments to the end

2:19: J facilitates other ideas that would have helped address some of the questions from the sticky notes

2:27: One student asking questions about the ballad; J points out “Do you see how interpretations from a different group are different

2:29: J “Everybody get back to your seats from yesterday”

J moves into an intro into Canterbury Tales; get out your daybook and turn to a clean page, and tells them they will be doing a little bit of writing; “for the next 5 minutes list as many occupations and lifestyles are prominent in today’s societies” 

Daybooks out, students write, J addresses questions

2:36: Now make another list with all the other different activities that people participate in; J and students call some out loud

2:39: J “Turn to the person next to you and talk about some of the occupations you have. Add any new ones you don’t have.” J gets up and walks around

Good way to push them to talk through their choices! They could connect this to writing as well. Kind of a talk about “so what”? Why examine and represent their ballad this way? 

This seems like a good way to gather comprehension

Write with them? This will eliminate some of the talking too, as you can say, “Hey, I’m writing too! I need some quiet.” I would also walk around during this time; But it’s good that all are writing

Good job addressing problems, but just hang out there for a bit; take your daybook and get out from behind the podium

When students begin to comment, don’t engage if you want them quiet; just mouth for them to be quiet and then motion for them to keep writing; Again, you writing and walking around helps; Certainly don’t ask them “What you are laughing at” as that will invite them into side conversations; as soon as you did this, others began talking. Just reiterate that we will talk/share soon, but write for now

Good to walk around! 

