Julianne Observation 2/23/11 

Notes 

Students preparing for Beowulf group project presentations

On Board: “Week of 2/21-2/25”

Bell rings 8:00, students are up and moving about, talking about group stuff, and getting settled in

J is at desk talking with student

8:01 at front of room w/ daybook and papers, checking attendance; Mrs. Robbins walks in

8:03: J begins discussing the rules of the group. “Is everyone listening?” Tells other groups who are presenting later that they can talk w/ each other if they need to. 

8:08: First group getting ready, J talking to Mrs. R, students talking amongst themselves

8:12: “Okay group 2 is ready, everybody give them your full attention” Group 2 begins

Shows the dress of Anglo-Saxon and then Prezi for riddles and run poem; J is taking notes in back w/ assessment for projects

8:25: Asks some questions of the group, and asks for comments from class

Response
Hall duty? Not sure if you have that as a responsibility or not

As soon as bell rings, students should be addressed and given some initial instructions: “Good morning class! Today we have group project presentations. If you need to work with your groups, then I will give you 5 minutes…” Also, since many of your students are in class before the bell, you might go ahead and begin attendance process

Good job getting everyone’s attention, but I think you could have this happening at the very beginning of class. 

Days like this, with projects, are a little more relaxed as it takes time to get everything settled and ready to go; however, you could have groups set up their stuff on the computer before class, get dressed before class, etc. to help save on time. Also, consider checking in with the rest of the class, “Thanks for being patient. Be sure the next groups have everything ready to go…”

Really cool project! The riddles can be about anything? How cool that the girl played the song on the violin? Talk about multimodal w/ the pics and the song. These moments bring tears to my eyes

How is the assessment of these going? Are you able to tell who did what in the groups? 

The one girls seems to be dominant in the group, but others contributed as well

8:30: Next group begins; reading riddles; made food the day before; group brought in special guest to read The Seafarer translation; Mrs. R asks the group a question, but they said “we asked her and she said we didn’t have to.”  

8:42: Next group having some trouble getting ready. Missing a group member? They set up several exhibits they created

8:49: “Okay, group 4 is ready” Students discussing their creations of Grendel, a castle, a boat; discussed material used as well; then they move into discussion of riddles; final group member just walked in; move into translation of The Wife’s Lament 

9:03: J asking about whether a group is ready and deciding how to move forward

9:05: J “Okay, we are going to stop with group 4 and I have something for you to work on and you will use your daybook. Do you have your daybook?” Many don’t have their daybook, so you tell them to use paper. 

9:08: J is going to give everyone a picture, and she instructs them to answer their questions as best they can based on the picture. 

9:12: Students are working, but talking a great deal

9:14: “there is a lot of talking that is not about the assignment, so please start working.” 

Loving this guest speaker! Love the translation! So needed to record this! 

Not sure what this question was about? Seemed like confusion about something; Also, be sure you call the movement of the class for the next group “Okay, let’s take a picture. Next group is…” 

How are you feeling about all the conversation happening in these in-between moments? In this down time, you can ask questions of the students—what is something you have learned so far? etc. Also, you really should be the one helping with the set up of the presentations, but I understand why it’s nice to have Mrs. R help with this too. 

How will you handle this final group member’s late arrival? 

Tough to read translation. Do you talk to students about effective presentation formatting? Might be something to think about for future presentations.

Just a thought, too, what could students do as they watch these presentations? Provide a reflection or some supportive feedback? 

Do all students know to be ready? Do you have a plan for groups who aren’t ready or if presentations are finished earlier than expected? 

Good! You have a plan! ( 

Okay on the instructions, might need to model an example a bit? Or go over one question? 

Did you give permission for them to talk? Is it clear they are working? Be sure to circulate. 

Good! They heard you and are settling down. 

