Julianne Observation 2/2/11 

Notes 

Students filing in; On board: WID---One of the themes we see in Beowulf is revenge. Write about a time when you sought revenge or about a revenge story you watched or witnessed first hand

Bell rings 1:24 Students talking with Ms. Jones

Daybooks coming out; reminds students of topic on the board 

Two students walk in late; Ms. Jones dealing with some of the projects in the back of the room. One student at the front desk on the computer; many students writing for WID

“Make sure you are writing. Next week, I’m probably going to start checking next week to see if you are doing WID.” 

Talking with student at computer; many students whispering to each other as they write, “Oh, I got a good one for revenge…” 

“Did you write your poem?” Two students decide to share with the class. Ms. Jones: “We should do this more often. I’ve been forgetting to do this.” 

1:35: Goes over vocabulary confusion from yesterday and clarifies questions. Dealing with the procedure of this vocabulary work. 

1:36: “Now we are going to do DGP. Do what you can? We’ll go over it.” Students begin DGP in their daybooks (some of them) and others are on sheets of paper

Student starts questions about other work—circles, tests, etc. 
Response
Hall duty? Not sure if you have that as a responsibility or not

Students have questions, but you seem to address them easily. You are dealing with students with notes, students’ questions, etc. very well.  

This one student is talking out loud about his writing, asking about spelling, which is tough to decide whether to address or not address. 

Nice impromptu sharing of writing here. Curious about what was happening yesterday! This seemed really relaxed. Good to see! 

So just to note, this is 10 minutes of “getting class started stuff.” That happens, so don’t worry about it too much, but just something I realized. How do you feel about the side-convo during DGP? It seems okay b/c people are still working for the most part. However, the girl closest to me seems to be having a lot of conversations across the room. Not sure what’s going on there. You might move around during this time. 

Again, from the outside, this back and forth between various aspects of class seems a bit chaotic, but it seems to work for you all

1:42: Reviewing DGP; talks about how you haven’t done this before and that you are still working on it. 

Shifting to a “boasting” activity; Reading through the assignment and asking students to defined/remind of some of the requirements (kenning, alliteration, etc.). One student asks a bit of a controversial topic

1:53: Sharing examples; pick something you like and asking students to guess who it is; “Are you listening?” “Are you hearing some of the epithets and some of the kennings?” 

“Brock, Jamari, are you ready?”

Students asking some questions. Not sure they got the idea of picking a short story. Good questions—what’s a storyboard? You will be graded on effort—so it matters if you turn it in on something nice and it is presented well. 

1:59: How many more do you want me to read? I have quite a few. For Friday, have maybe 3 lines…they are due next Tues.” 

I’m sure they appreciate your honesty, but think of how to share this without demeaning yourself (I don’t know!). Be sure you are strong on your content. If you don’t know, try something like, “okay let’s talk this out together. What is “it’s doing in the sentence? What does it tell us?” Instead of “I’ll ask Mrs. Robbins,” which takes away some of your power in the situation. Acknowledging you don’t know everything is fine, but you must appear confident in how to address what you “don’t know.” You mumble at times, which seems to make you shaky and uncertain. Your students are very kind with you, though.  

If a student asks you something you aren’t sure, then just go with “talk to me later, one on one,” immediately. When you say, “Does everyone get it and understand?” you kind of lose your voice and mumble. Makes your confidence diminish. 

Good to say! Say more strongly; maybe get up and walk around and read. 

Nice way to see if students hear the things they are going to have to write for the assignment. Maybe  pronounce this more—what line was a kenning? Where was the alliteration? 

Good! I like this technique of touching in with those who are a little off task. 

What do you think could be the danger of giving this type of question/option? 

2:00: Circling up to continue reading Beowulf; Ms. Jones remind folks of the side-convo that happened yesterday and how that would not be acceptable. 

Students opening up the text, Ms. J asks them to get out their “papers.” Not all students do this. 

Figures out who is going to read for extra credit. 

2:04 Reading begins. 

Pauses reading and says, “who can tell what happened.” Asks students to find epithets and kennings. 

“Is everybody listening to Jefferson?”  

2:14 Lots of back and forth with questions and discussion about the reading and some of the literary terms; “Are ya’ll okay over there. I hear a lot of talking over there.” 

2:20 Starting back up again, persuading new readers

2:24 Student who just walked out walks back in and is sitting behind you

Good to do! Maybe reiterate it even more—“What happened yesterday that didn’t work? What did work with our circle and reading?”  

J are you aware of how much you mumble to yourself in the pauses between tasks? ( I wonder if some of that stuff is important and should be said out loud! 

You get extra credit for reading? Wow, interesting. 

Do students know what they are to be doing while they read? Is there anything for them to do? Some heads down. When words are tricky, do you try to help with pronunciation or just keep going? Thinking of “relish” moment. 

Do students have to write this down in a certain place? “So does that…” you drift off when I think you wanted to ask students if this makes sense. Go ahead and ask! 

This is generally some good back and forth. It seems at times that you aren’t sure what direction you are going in, what you want to ask, what you want to do next, etc. I think this and your comfort level will come with time. But try to “act” like you have a plan, even if you don’t know exactly what you want to do. Keep thinking, “What do I want them to remember from this?” Also, everyone seems on task and attentive—great! 

It seems like you have established a strong rapport with the students and they know what they are needing to do with this reading and their handout/packet 

Not sure what he is doing?? Oh, he just didn’t want to interrupt! Funny. 

How can you get more/different folks talking? As you are asking questions be sure to send students back to the text as well, not just you. 

2:32: Students asking questions and wanting to see if there are more things to point out from the text that they need to write down.

2:39: What do you notice? Pull out some phrases. 

Good that they are asking this! But the whole process drags a bit for me, pace wise, but this is something I think you will get more comfortable with—your direction and pace—as you go along. 

You end the questioning for Grendel’s mother part in the reading and discussion very nicely, strongest part for you in regards to this. “I’m sorry I lost my place…” Just try to stay calm in these moments, write things down, and if you aren’t sure just fake it and go straight to a question. 

However, 5 students have their heads down. ( How do you address this, if at all? Just let them suffer b/c they won’t have the notes.

Good job! 

